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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - WESTERN 

AUSTRALIA BRANCH 
 

On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Masters report for Oct 2022.  
This month we held the general meeting at the Navy Club and had a total of 19 
members and guests in attendance.  
 

 
Branch Court 
The Court meeting was held at the Navy Club prior to the general meeting and 
followed the standard Court Meeting format. 

• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting 
Sept 2022). 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of 
Treasurer’s Report  

• Update from Federal Secretary – Mark Pointon although appointed was not 
present for the court meeting. 

• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new 
applications etc. 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 

BM Update 
➢ Based on current status of the court, the positions below are being advertised 

and remain VACANT/OPEN as of today. 
 

o Branch Social Coordinator = Vacant Court Position 
o Deputy BM role now taken over by Capt. Mark Gooderham. 
o Hon. Registrar Steve Harris as per last court meeting will also be 

stepping down at the next AGM in Apr 2023. 
o The BM (Zubin) has also expressed him stepping down at the next 

AGM, and hence request/encourage members to please step up and 
get nominated for the BM role. 

o The court expressed its sincere thanks to Steve & Zubin for their time-
honoured services. BM made special mention for services rendered by 
Steve Harris. 

 
 

➢ Leeuwin sponsorship for 2 individuals will be progressed for Q1/2023, the 
voyage is between 9 and 13 April (5-days and 4 nights) and will take in the 
Catalpa commemoration in Rockingham. 
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➢ COMMA Annual Dinner for 2022 was cancelled due to low members being 
able to commit. ANZAC club honoured our timely cancellation and returned 
back our deposit. 
 

➢ Postpone Leeuwin Cruise until Q1/Q2-2023 - proposal agreed by Court. New 
date is now agreed with Carol as 19th Feb 2023. 
 

➢ WMD - 29 Oct 2022 held at the Fremantle Passenger Terminal was a great 
success. Special thanks go out to Jane Edwards and Alicia for organising the 
evening function. Special thanks go to all the members who volunteered 
their time to setup our COMMA stall and sat thought the day. We held a quiz 
competition and same was run by Logistics and Defence Skills Council with a 
Lenovo tablet as the prize. 

 

   
 

   
 

General Meeting 
The General meeting for month of Oct 2022 followed the usual process of: 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of 
Treasurer’s Report  

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 

• News and Views by BM 
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Keynote Speaker: 
 
This month’s presentation will be delivered by none other than our very own member 
Carol Shannon (CEO Leeuwin Foundation) on the topic of 'Behind the Scenes at 
Leeuwin – Recruiting Youth to Sail Training’. 
  
Carol Shannon is the CEO of Leeuwin Ocean Adventure – from Cook’s Mate to 
Board Member, Chair of Directors and now CEO, Carol has 33 years with 
Leeuwin.  Giving as many people the opportunity of a sail training experience on 
Leeuwin is her goal and her challenge. 
 

     
 
 
Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional 
quality articles and information for our members. Please do send in articles and/or 
stories that we can share with our membership.  
 
General News 
I would like to thank the membership for their patience and their continued support in 
attending the monthly general meetings.  
   

Our attendance for 2022 continues to drop! 
 

 
 
Although the level of attendance has fallen, we are still the most active branch in the 
country. Our next session will be on 30th November 2022 and will be held at the 
Navy Club, Fremantle – which will be a lunch time session.  
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 32 18 21 15 0 21 0 21 19 19

Guests 3 2 2 1 0 1 0 2 1 0

Dining 34 17 21 16 0 19 0 19 19 18

Total Attendance 35 20 23 16 0 22 0 23 20 19 0

0

20

40

COMMA Meeting Attendance 2022
Note: No Meetings May & July

Members Guests Dining Total Attendance
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Look Ahead for 2022: 
 

Month Activity Venue / Topic 

16th Sept 2022 NIWA 50th Anniversary Celebration 
event at the ANZAC Club 

Venue – ANZAC CLUB 
(Confirmed)   

28th Sept 2022 Speaker – Capt. Zubin Bhada (BM-
COMMA-WA) 

Safe Pilot Transfer 

26th Oct 2022 Carol Shannon (CEO Leeuwin 
Foundation) 
 

Talk on Youth Programs by 
Leeuwin 

29th Oct 2022 World Maritime Day (Fremantle) Fremantle Passenger 
Terminal 

30th Nov 2022 
Glen McDermott 
Incident Controller - Maritime 
Environmental Emergency Response 
DoT, WA 

Lunch Session 

Dec 2022 No session  

19th Feb 2023 Leeuwin Cruise (CoMMA Only) Postponed to 1Q 2023 

 
Photos from WMD – 2022: 
 

    
 

 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)  Branch Master 

 
End of Report 
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Registrars Report 
 
 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 0  

Rejoined 1 Ash KARKHANIS 

Un-financial Members 6 Names known to Branch Court & Federal Court 

Membership Terminated 0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 17   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 77 77 77 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 15 15 15 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 19 19 19 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members 135    

Federal Levy Payable  115   

Fee Paying Members   111  

Contributing Members   92 Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee 

Pending Members (Read) 3   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 138    

 
WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

James McAULIFFE WA (Ord) Read 30-Mar-22 – pending ratification 

Stephen FANT WA (Ord) Read 29-Jun-22 – pending ratification 

Amandeep WA (Assoc) Read 31-Aug-22 – pending ratification 

 
Membership Applications Read 28th September 2022 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of November 2022.  Ages are 
withheld to “protect the innocent”… 
 

1st November Cherag Daruwalla 

7th November Eric Barron 

9th November Michael Parker 

11th November Greg Tonnison 

12th November Bob Leggatt 

13th November Carol Shannon 

17th November Bill Deacon 

18th November Dave Heppingstones 

21st November Adam McPhail 

26th November Craig Brent-White 

28th November David Oliver 

29th November Mark Small 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of November 2022. 
 

11 years Sandeep Bhardwaj 

14 years Asela Ranasinghe 

24 years John  Fewings 

32 years Frank Kaleveld 

33 years Richard Gordon 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved 
significant periods of COMMA membership during November. 
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 

60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Feb 1957 65 

50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 58 

 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th May 1967 55 

 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 55 

 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 55 

 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 53 

 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 52 

40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 50 

 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 48 

 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 46 

 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 45 

 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 45 

 Capt James Major / Retired 12th Jul 1977 45 

 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 43 

 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 43 

 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 41 

30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 39 

 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 39 

 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 39 

 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 37 

 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 34 

 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 33 

 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 33 

 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 32 

 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 32 

 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th May 1990 31 

 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 31 

 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 31 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email 
address, or phone numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 

 

 

 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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Treasurers Report 
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News and Views 
 

 
 

Vessels must vacate Australian ports ahead of lockout 

tzer 
Svitzer

 

Inchcape Shipping Services said vessels will need to leave Australia’s Port of 

Newcastle and Port Kembla ahead of a lockout of Svitzer’s harbour towage 

crews. 

Gary Howard | Nov 16, 2022 

Inchcape advised that all vessels that require tug assistance will need to be ready in 

all aspects to depart the port by the morning of November 17 ready for co-ordinated 

departures throughout Thursday and Friday morning. 

Svitzer will not tow vessels in or out of the 17 Australian ports it operates in. 

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/author/Gary-Howard
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Related: Maersk calls market peak, reports more record results 

“Based on current advice, there will, in all likelihood, be no harbour tugs available for 

any purpose from noon on Friday 18 November 2022 at Port Kembla,” said 

Inchcape. 

For the Port of Newcastle, vessels have been asked to vacate due to the expected 

lack of tugs available to respond to any emergencies. 

Related: Maersk order boosts MAN methanol engines count 

“Based on current advice, the port will be limited in which vessels can enter port this 

week due to the fast turnaround required and limited/uncertain towage available,” 

said Inchcape. 

Svitzer’s lockout is currently being considered by Australia’s FairWork Commission, 

which has the ability to terminate or suspend protected industrial action for reasons 

including causing significant damage to Australia’s economy. The Commission's 

hearing is set to continue on November 17. 

Svitzer Australia announced on November 14 that it had given notice of a lockout to 

all of its harbour towage employees covered by its 2016 pay deal, including 

members of the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA), The Australian Institute of 

Marine and Power Engineers (AIMPE) and the Australian Maritime Officers Union 

(AMOU). 

The lockout will beginning at 1200 hrs AEDT on November 18 and run indefinitely, 

Svitzer said. 

“This is harming Svitzer’s ability to reliably, safely and efficiently serve our shipping 

customers and port operations around the country and is causing serious disruption 

to the national supply chain which is reliant on shipping,” the company claimed. 

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/containers/maersk-calls-market-peak-reports-more-record-results
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/sustainability-green-technology/maersk-order-boosts-man-methanol-engines-count


Volume 18 Issue 10 October 2022 

Svitzer said it has been negotiating the contract with the unions since 2019 and has 

seen over 1100 instances of notified industrial action since October 2020. 

“We had hoped it would never come to a lockout – but we are at a point where we 

see no other option but to respond to the damaging industrial action underway by the 

unions,” said Nicolaj Noes, MD Svitzer Auustralia. 

MUA National Secretary Paddy Crumlin called Svitzer’s lockout “supply chain 

sabotage.” 

Crumlin, who is also the President of the International Transport Workers Federation 

(ITF), said: “Svitzer’s workers have continued to turn up, work hard and contribute 

not only to the massive profitability of this successful company but save lives and 

protect Australia’s coastline during daring rescues of stricken cargo ships.” 

Assistant Secretary of the MUA, Jamie Newlyn said: “Svitzer representatives have 

repeatedly turned up to negotiations with sudden and unreasonable demands which 

they know will derail the negotiation process and undermine the prospect of a 

mutually agreeable outcome.” 

Copyright © 2022. All rights reserved.  Seatrade, a trading name of Informa Markets 

(UK) Limited. 

TAGS: PORT SERVICES SHIP OPERATIONS REGULATION ASIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/maritime-news/ports/port-services
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/maritime-news/ship-operations
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/maritime-news/regulation
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/maritime-news/regions/asia
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Port of Houston box volume grows 18% in first 10 

months 2022 

Photo: US Army Corp of Engineers, public domain via Wikipedia

 

As container volumes shift from the US West Coast to East Coast terminals 

the Port of Houston handled over 3m in the first 10 months of the year. 

Michele Labrut | Nov 24, 2022 

Container volumes grew 18% year-to-date at Port Houston's terminals, passing the 

3m mark at 3.33m teu and in October box volumes returned to double-digit growth, 

continuing the trend seen throughout 2022, with an increase of 13% compared to 

October 2021. 

Loaded container teu reached the highest volume ever and increased 21% 

compared to the same month last year. 

Related: Houston begins $1.1bn ship channel widening 

"Although import demand in the US appears to be slowing, we have not seen any 

slowdown in Houston in recent months. We are handling record amounts of cargo 

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/author/Michele-Labrut
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/ports-logistics/houston-begins-11bn-ship-channel-widening
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and remain focused on aggressive infrastructure development to optimise capacity 

and efficiently handle current and future demand through our port," said Roger 

Guenther, Chief Executive Officer of Port Houston. 

One change that was announced last month is the addition of new dwell rates. A 

sustained import dwell rate is expected to be implemented early next year to address 

long-term container dwell levels. 

"The additional dwell rates are intended to minimise container storage at the 

terminal. Boxes must move quickly through the terminal to maintain a fluid 

environment and a superior level of service for our customers," Guenther said. 

Total tonnage at Port Houston grew 18% in October and 25% for first ten months of 

2022, compared to last year. 

  

Copyright © 2022. All rights reserved.  Seatrade, a trading name of Informa Markets 

(UK) Limited. 
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https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/maritime-news/terminals/terminal-operators
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/maritime-news/regions/americas
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/tags/port-houston
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA – WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

    

Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-wa.org.au 0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Mark GOODERHAM deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0437 285 932 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:branch.master@comma
mailto:deputy.bm@comma
mailto:past.bm@comma
mailto:branch.court@comma
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